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Comprehending the Bible Passage 
Session 3

Specific Objectives:
The teacher will: 
1.  
Understand the procedure for comprehending the meaning of the Bible passage in order to arrive at the main point of the lesson.
2.  
Appreciate how the Bible lesson is enhanced by focusing on one main teaching.
3.  
Follow the procedure for comprehending the meaning of his assigned Bible passage. 
Introduction: (2 min.)

Imagine you are driving your car and come to a stop sign. You don’t see any oncoming traffic so you just keep driving through.  When the police officer pulls you over and asks why you didn’t stop, you tell him you didn’t see any traffic coming, so you didn’t think you needed to stop. Do you think you would get a ticket? Yes, because a traffic sign is not open to your interpretation. 

Link: 
We all know there is no room for personal interpretation when it comes to some things 
in life! Choosing to ignore the intended meaning in some situations can lead to serious negative consequences—like traffic tickets, or even worse! 
 
When it comes to studying a Bible passage, how we interpret what we read is extremely important. The wrong interpretation can lead to error and can even have serious spiritual consequences. So how do we avoid such error? How can we be certain that we are interpreting Scripture correctly? That’s what we are going to explore in this session. Before we look 
at the next step of Bible lesson preparation, let’s review what the three steps of preparation are. (Review briefly the RCA)
( Step 2:  Comprehending—What does the passage mean?  (10 min.)
1. Depend on the Holy Spirit to help you discover the original point and biblical principles of the passage.

a. Why is this particular story included in Scripture? (Original point)
b. Ask questions to determine the biblical principle (basic knowledge of Christian doctrine or truth)
1) What does the passage teach about God/His character?

2) What does the passage teach about man?

3) How does this passage relate to the Gospel?

4) What seems to be the main point of the passage?
c. What is the principle(s) for the original hearer that also applies today?

d. Consider the context of the passage (what happened before, after this, how does it relate to the Bible as a whole?). 

Illustration: Dr. Robert Morgan writes, “Every word in Scripture should be interpreted in the light 
of its verse; every verse studied in the light of its paragraph; every paragraph in the light of its chapter; every chapter in the light of its book; and every book in the light of the whole Bible. Only by prayerfully studying biblical passages in their context can we arrive at correct interpretations and appropriate applications.” 
e. Take into consideration: language, culture, time. (Use study helps such 
as commentaries, etc. See p. 51 TCE manual; pp. 110-111 IOT manual, for types of resources.)
2.
Summarize the main biblical principle of the Bible passage. Is this principle found in other places in Scripture? (Each passage will have one primary meaning, although each passage may have a wide range of applications.)  

3.
Ask yourself: What classification of lesson is this (narrative or topical)? Is the biblical principle for believers or unbelievers? What type of lesson is this?  (See chart on p. 48 
in TCE manual; p. 106 in IOT manual.)
This will help you determine whether to focus the application on salvation or spiritual growth.
Instructor:
Show your students how these steps work together using the “Preparation of the Bible Lesson” diagram. Help them to see that the process begins the same for the evangelistic 
and growth lessons. The difference comes in the application step. (See diagram on p. 49 
in TCE manual; p. 107 in IOT manual.)
Note:
In TCE Level 1 you will be examining evangelistic Bible passages which emphasize the message of salvation for unbelievers. In TCE Level 2, you will examine growth passages which emphasize a message to help believers grow to maturity in Christ.
Instructor:
In order to help the students understand how to discover the biblical principles and the original point of a passage, have them discuss 2 Kings 5:1-15.

The original point or teaching in 2 Kings 5:1-15 is that Naaman declared his belief that the God of Israel was the only true and living God. 

The biblical principle for today is that God is the only true and living God for all people.
Instructor:  To help your global learners see the big picture of where they are headed in the next class sessions, give a demonstration of Naaman. Have students turn to the focus questions on p. 57. Read through the questions and encourage them to jot down what they hear. It is recommended that this demonstration is done using the Naaman Demonstration DVD. 
If the DVD is not available, a live demonstration can be substituted. (28 min. including the video)
FOCUS QUESTIONS:

1. What is the biblical principle of the lesson and where is it taught?

2. Where in the lesson do you hear teaching about sin?

3. Where in the lesson do you hear teaching about the person and work of Christ?

4. Where is the love of God drawn out from the lesson?

5. Notice where the saved child is taught in the lesson.

Play the Naaman DVD (20 min)
OBSERVATION: Return to the focus questions, drawing out observations from the students.

Assignment 3: (3 min.)












Due:
Read your assigned Bible lesson passage again, asking yourself the following questions on 
the “Comprehending the Bible Passage” worksheet on p. 133 TCE manual; p. 171 IOT.

1. What biblical principles do you observe in your assigned passage that relate to the unsaved child?
a. What does the passage teach about God/His character?
b. What does the passage teach about man?
c. How does this passage relate to the Gospel?
d. What seems to be the main point of the passage?
2. What is the main biblical principle that was true in Bible times and is still true today in your assigned passage? Is this principle found in other places in Scripture?
Conclusion: (2 min)
At the beginning of this session we pointed out that when it comes to studying a Bible passage, how we interpret what we read is extremely important. The wrong interpretation can lead to error and can even have serious spiritual consequences. By spending time 
in the reading and comprehension steps, depending on the Holy Spirit to reveal the truth contained in the passage we can avoid teaching error.  
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